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Where the Legend of Whales
Came Ashore

In the industrial city of Ulsan, stories of whales run deep. The oldest traces appear in petroglyphs carved
into the cliffs of Daegokcheon along the upper Tachwagang River. Among the many whale images are
scenes believed to depict the world’s earliest whale hunts, suggesting that people in prehistoric times
sailed down the river to the sea in pursuit of whales. At Whale Culture Village, the past comes back to
life in Jangsaengpo Old Village, a recreation of the town as it once was. Photo studios, stationery shops,
bookstores, cafés, and Chinese restaurants line the streets, while deeper inside are stamp shops, uni
stores, sporting goods shops, and dance halls. Visitors can also see a captain’s h

afacility ﬁhere a 15-meter minke whale is processed, and an oil pse into
the whaling culture of the time. Above the vi . ia art space featuring

five immersive exhibiti oor terrace, visitors can try the aerial swing known as Whales
Swing._FromM;y, the aching speeds of up to 40 kilometers per hour, begins operation, and
in June, the Hydrangea Festival transforms the area with blooms in full color.

Across from the Ulsan Customs Ferry Boat Terminal, a narrow alley has been developed into Jangsaeng Old
Road. Before the coastal road was built, this was the only route connecting Jangsaengpo to central Ulsan.
Today, it has been reimagined with installations and murals inspired by the 1970s and 1980s. The walls and
fences of old houses become canvases, telling the modern history of Jangsaengpo. Stories of local figures
such as baseball player Yoon Hak-kil and singer Yoon Soo-il add another layer to the walk.

e-ro, Nam-gu, Ulsan (Whale Culture Village), Jangsaengpo,

i S : Ve
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Waves of Renewal,
Songs of Whales

The East Sea was once known as Gyeonghae, meaning a sea teeming with whales. What became of those
countless whales? In Ulsan, traces of their story can still be found at the Cetacean Research Institute of the
National Institute of Fisheries Science, led by Dr. Lee Kyunglee, and at the Jangsaengpo Whale Museum.
Opened in 2005, the Jangsaengpo Whale Museum is dedicated to preserving artifacts from the whaling era
and raising awareness of whales and marine ecosystems. It offers a glimpse into Jangsaengpo’s past as a
hub of modern whaling since the 1890s and into the lives of the people who once depended on it. The first
floor houses a special exhibition on the Bangudae Petroglyphs along with rotating exhibitions, while the
third floor displays life-sized whale skeletons. Visitors can even touch whale bones and learn about their
historical uses through visual explanations. Beneath the massive skeleton of a Bryde’s whale, which spans
from the third floor down to the second, stands a section of an actual whaling vessel.

At the Whale Ecology Experience Hall, Korea'’s first dolphin aquarium, the first floor features fish tanks and
an underwater tunnel, while the second floor includes a dolphin habitat and a 4D theater. The Ulsan Nam-
gu district also operates the Whale Sea Tour, allowing visitors to head out by boat in search of whales in the
wild. Routes include an offshore whale-watching course around Ulgi Lighthouse and Hwaamchu, as well
as a coastal tour nearby. Every Saturday night, fireworks light up the square in front of the Jangsaengpo
Whale Museum. Those joining the evening coastal tour can watch the display from the water.

Address 244, Jangsaengpogorae-ro, Nam-gu, Ulsan (Jangsaengpo Whale Museum), 248, Jangsaengpogorae-ro,
am-gu, Ulsan (Whale Ecology Experience Hall)
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When the Legend
Becomes Art

Jangsaengpo Art Stay was created by renovating a former inn that once housed sailors during the height
of the whaling industry. Built in 1972 and preserved in its original form, it reopened in 2018 as a literary
residency. Today, it includes a cozy book café and an open courtyard where book concerts and cultural
programs are held. A short walk away stands Creative Studio 131, a visual arts residency converted from a
former community office. Its exhibition space, known as the “Small Museum,” is open to the public, hosting
both planned exhibitions and year-end showcases by resident artists. :
The Jangsaengpo Culture Depot, marked by a mural of two blue whales swimming across its exterior
wall, was originally a cold storage warehouse built in 1973. Left abandoned for years, it was restored and
reopened in 2021 as a cultural complex. The first floor features an open plaza and food court overlooking
the sea, while the second floor houses a memorial hall dedicated to the inauguration of the Ulsan Industrial
Center. Galleries occupy the third and fourth floors, and the sixth floor includes a small theater and the
book café Jigwan Seoga, curated by the Plato Academy. Until June 28, the Culture Depot is hosting its fifth
anniversary exhibition, Queen’s Collection: British Royal, presenting more than 80 items related to the
heritage of the British royal fémily;-'Thé:themg of Jigwan Seoga is “work,” reflecting Ulsan’s identity as an
industrial city, with a carefully selected collectioniof books on laborand industry. Outside its windows,
* the East Sea meets the skyline of Ulsan’sindustrial complex. On Friday and Saturday nights, the massive
oil storage tanks nearby become the stage for Jangsaengpo'Light, a large-scale:media fagade show that
completes the city’s distinctive nighttime landscape. ' e

Address 5-15, Jangsaengpogorae-ro 139beon-gil, Nam-gu, Ulsan (Jangsaengpo Art Stay), 131,.Jangsa‘engpogorae-ro,
Nam-gu, Ulsan (Creative Studio 131), 110, Jangsaengpogorae-ro, Nam-gu, Ulsan (Jangsaengpo Culture Depot)
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Ye O n gC h e O n In Yeongcheon, Gyeongsangbuk-do, stars are impossible to overlook. At Bohyunsan Astronomical
)

Science Museum, visitors observe seasonal constellations, while Shin Seong-il Memorial Hall
FO l lOWi n t h e Sta r li ht offers a glimpse into the works of Shin Sung-il, one of Korea’s biggest film stars of the 1960s.
g g After sunset, lights illuminate Bohyeonsan Dam Suspension Bridge, casting reflections across the

water like a river of stars. In this city, starlight seems to follow wherever you go.

1 Closer to the Unknown Universe
Bohyunsan Astronomical Science Museum

Locatedin StarlightVillage near the entrance to Bohyunsan Optical Astronomy Observatory, Bohyunsan
Astronomical Science Museum is the only place in Yeongcheon where visitors can observe celestial objects. The
experience moves through the planetarium, the main observatory, and the auxiliary observatory, with optional
programs offering lectures on constellations. Inside the planetarium, a circular screen covering the entire ceiling
draws immediate attention. As the seats recline and the lights dim, the dome transforms into a night sky. The Moon
appears, followed by Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, and Pluto, as if the planets of the solar system are moving
slowly overhead. After this introduction, observation continues through telescopes. On the second floor, the main
observatory houses an 800mm Cassegrain reflecting telescope, one of the largest in Korea. Looking through it
brings the Sun, hundreds of millions of kilometers away, into clear view, even revealing sunspots on its surface.
The highlight awaits at the rooftop auxiliary observatory. Using different telescopes, including refractors suited for
observing the Moon and reflectors ideal for deep-sky objects such as nebulae and galaxies, visitors can compare
views of the night sky from multiple perspectives.

Address 681-32, Byeolbit-ro, Hwabuk-myeon, Yeongcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do Contact 054-330-6446

B Remembering the Star of an Era
Shin Seong-il Memorial Hall

Shin Seong-il was a leading figure in Korean cinema from the 1960s through the 2010s, known for his work across
genres from youth films and action to melodrama and historical drama. About 20 minutes by car from central
Yeongcheon, in the quiet neighborhood of Goeyeon-dong, stands the Shin Seong-il Memorial Hall, which presents
his life and career. Inside the gray concrete building, a large portrait covering a two-story wall immediately draws
attention. Itis the face of a young Shin Seong-il from Barefooted Youth. A closer look reveals that the image is
composed of 8,512 individual photographs and film stills. The permanent exhibition on the second floor traces both
the actor and the man. His career is presented through numbers and records, including 538 film appearances, 528
of them as a lead actor, and his fee of 450,000 won per film in the 1960s. Together, these details capture the scale
and intensity of his 58-year career. After visiting the memorial hall, many continue to Seongilga, where he spent the
final decade of his life. Although the interior is not open to visitors, walking around the house offers a quiet moment
of reflection for those who remember his films.

Address 363, Sinseongil-ro, Yeongcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do Contact 054-335-2557 073
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A Forest Retreat That Awakens the Senses
Bohyeonsan Natural Recreation Forest

Set on the slopes of Bohyeonsan Mountain, one of Yeongcheon’s well-known peaks, Bohyeonsan
Natural Recreation Forest offers both accommodation and a range of outdoor activities. At the Forest
Leisure Sports Center, visitors can try climbing courses of varying difficulty, along with facilities
such as a jumping tower, vertical slide, and ZipZag course. Moving from one activity to the next feels
almost like completing a series of challenges. After physical activity, the nearby Forest Healing Center
provides a place to rest. Visitors begin with a simple checklist to assess stress levels, then take part in
tea sessions and meditation programs. Focusing on breathing gradually restores a sense of balance
and releases tension in the body. About 15 minutes away by car is the Bohyeonsan Green Experience
Center, an interactive space designed especially for children. Converted from a former middle school,
it features recreated classrooms, a live sketch zone, and hands-on exhibits, making it a popular stop
for families.

Address 334, Baenamujeong-gil, Hwabuk-myeon, Yeongcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do Contact 054-336-6618

A Milky Way Over the Lake
Bohyeonsan Dam Suspension Bridge

Bohyeon Lake, a reservoir created by the construction of Bohyeonsan Dam, is home to a distinctive
suspension bridge completed in March 2023. Stretching 530 meters, it is the second longest of its
kind in Korea. Two X-shaped towers support the bridge, each marked by a yellow star motif, while a
spiral staircase beneath one tower leads to an observatory designed in the shape of a five-pointed
star. Walking across the bridge offers wide views of the surrounding landscape, but another way to
experience it is by zip wire. Suspended on the line, visitors glide toward the dam for about 90 seconds,
passing just above the water. After sunset, the bridge takes on a different character. Lights gradually
illuminate the structure, and as colors shift in sync with music, reflections shimmer across the water,
creating a scene reminiscent of the Milky Way.

Address San42-1, Ipseok-ri, Hwabuk-myeon, Yeongcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do Contact 054-335-6586
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SX A 2 Ticket Booking

« Tickets can be purchased one month in advance and up to 20 minutes before departure(before departure in KORAIL Talk application).
« Installment option available if paying more than KRW 50,000 by credit card.
« Tickets issued as smartphone ticket or home ticket after payment.
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ticket on the receipt. Note that a service charge applies.
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Emergency Procedures
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How to Use a Fire Extinguisher

1. SZE Y sE4 offol] = A5 1S AU EES E=Ct

Take out the fire extinguisher from the box next to the exterior door
and pull the pin.

2. 20| EA0| S FARSHCE

Spray evenly at the area that is on fire.

HIA Q42 3|
Emergency Alarm
1. Al Ll EQI Ate] MM 2F0|S OfHZ 1Tk
Pull down the red emergency alarm handle located at the upper part
of the interior door.
2. HjA ZE 30| A MAof SICk
The emergency alarm goes off.
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Contacting the Train Crew
KTX | KTX ## | KTX oi2 | KTX 58
1. SLE Yo HES FELL
Press the intercom button next to the exterior door.
2. SR0| SHoIH o=t dEIct
Notify the train crew of the situation.

T yoe | ITEX o8 | TEX 32

1. SR Y Ee A o] A= SUB Hle E57| FHIE AL

Open the emergency intercom box beside at the door or inside the car.

2. OIO|ZE 7HH = MM T 7L AX|H 010| 2 IZ HES =2 HEloM &= 2ElC

t

Take out the microphone. Once the red light is on, press the button on the left of the microphone and inform the situation.
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Emergency Escape Route

0 0

)

- O

= [mg’é&%j[ j[

X

CHE 24x}2 chl

Escape to an Unaffected Car
SP9f QhLijof 2} CHE Rt QHMoA| TG,
SR}, O UMETHHA mble 4~ UESE S0t
Follow instructions of the train crew and move to an

unaffected car. Provide assistance to evacuate wounded,
elderly people and pregnant women first.
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Escape from a TunneI
E'd LH HIMALE] A| KIMIE HED H|IY RESS 2}

7t BE Y2 eSS
Follow the emergency exit light to go out the tunnel exit.
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Escape through Emergency Window

1. SYR B0\ 2715E Z9 A U Boj AU HIN S
atx|o| 3 HHE 10 AX|E JHHCH

If you cannot escape through the exterior door, break open
the glass cover of the emergency hammer box at both

ends of each car and take out the hammer.
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Break the emergency window at both ends of each car and
exit. Put clothing over the windowsills to protect yourself
from broken glass.
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emergency release levers next to
the exterior door and pull the upper
handle down.
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Emergency Ladder Location >
KTX: 53X}, 14& X} | KTX-AF: 2§ir( UL MY 45K
KTX-0|2: 12X}, 65Xt | KTX-HE: 1SXt, 8&XH | ITX-AOFS: 45kt
[TX-0t2: 25X} ASX} 65kt 837(%
() s¥=ssues
Escape through Exterior Door
KTX KTX % | KTX ol2 | KTX %8 | itx s itz | itxs=
1 SUR YT Hl A2 Txlo| £ 1 SUR Y U i 22 Bl 1 SUR Y I A2 Txlo| £ 7T,
T ¢ £%H0|E ofell= S2ICt e S THCL Break open the emergency door
Break open the glass cover of the Break open the glass cover of the release box.

emergency release level next to the
exterior door.

=223 Y71 SLES R
Yok & PO YUn LZiCK,
Pull the handle twice and push

Pull the lever to the right.

2 £H0|E @2%o= B2l 5URS
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Push door forward and to the side.

Pull the lower handle down and push the door.
the door.
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