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Sangso-dong Forest Park:
Wishes Stacked in Stone

Seeking the healing power of the forest, | made my way to Sangso-dong Forest Park. Many visitors come here
to see its striking stone towers, which lend the park an almost otherworldly feel. Among the 400 or so towers,
17 stand out—these were crafted by a man named Lee Deok-sang. As a young man, Lee began building the
towers during the farming off-season, breaking stones by hand in the winter months. Years later, after moving
away, he heard that the fortress where his towers once stood had helped prevent a landslide. Inspired by
that story, he returned to contribute to a local campaign organized by Daejeon’s Dong-gu Office to build
1,000 stone towers, eventually completing 17 of them. He named them Hope Towers, filled with the heartfelt
wish that they might bring encouragement to others. Each tower is crafted with remarkable precision and
individuality—so much so that it’s hard to believe one person built them alone. The way the stones interlock
resembles an elegant herringbone pattern, and the shadows of nearby trees flutter across their surfaces,
drawing the eye again and again. It’s easy to see why the site has been dubbed “Korea’s Angkor Wat.” Standing
before Lee’s masterpieces, | closed my eyes for a moment and made a quiet wish of my own.

Address 714, Sannae-ro, Dong-gu, Daejeon (Sangso-dong Forest Park)

A€J€ORFA City for
Time Travelers

August is when Daejeon truly lights up, hosting vibrant festivals that
keep the city glowing through the night. Like the theme of the Daejeon Zero O’clock Festival,
which takes visitors on a journey through past, present, and future,
| set out to explore the city in that very spirit.

Finding Calm at the Meditation Garden

To clear my mind and reset my thoughts, | chose Daecheongho Lake as my first stop. Stretching across both
Daejeon and North Chungcheong Province, Daecheongho is an artificial lake known for having the third-
largest freshwater volume in Korea. Starting from the trailhead of Section 4 of the Daecheongho Obaengni
Road, a 20-minute walk leads to the Meditation Garden, where the lake can be viewed up close. The serene
view of the vast blue water blending with white sand creates a tranquil atmosphere. Adding to its charm is a
small sandbank that transforms into an island depending on the water level—giving the area a mysterious
allure. Initially marked only by a sign noting that it was a filming location for the drama Sad Love Story, the
site was later enhanced in 2020 with installations such as stone walls and traditional Korean jars, symbolizing
villages submerged by the construction of the Daecheong Dam. Swing chairs and benches invite visitors to
pause and relax, while those who bring picnic mats can enjoy a peaceful lakeside break. On the way back
to the entrance, you'll find two cameras set up against the backdrop of the lake. Snap a photo and send it
straight to your phone to keep a memento from your journey.

Address 680, Chu-dong, Dong-gu, Daejeon (Meditation Garden)



Traces of Missionaries on a University Campus

Tucked inside the campus of Hannam University lies Ojeong-dong Missionary Village, a small cluster of seven
missionary residences built between 1955 and 1958. The village preserves the legacy of missionaries who
played a crucial role in founding Hannam University (formerly Daejeon University) after Korea’s liberation.
Among them was Reverend William Linton, who helped lay the foundation for modern education and
contributed to the development of medical services in the region. The three northernmost houses, built
first, are especially notable for their unique blend of Korean and Western architectural styles. These single-
story homes were constructed using Western masonry techniques—brick or stone bonded with cement—
and then topped with traditional Korean paljak (hip-and-gable) roofs, characterized by triangular gables on
each side. The overall layout reflects clear influences from traditional hanok architecture. In 1999, the village
faced the threat of demolition. In response, local residents came together to form the Citizens’ Group to
Preserve Ojeonggol, launching a grassroots “Buy One Pyeong of Land” campaign to save the site. Thanks to
these efforts, three of the original houses—Linton House, Somerville House, and Crim House—were officially
designated as cultural heritage by the city of Daejeon in June 2001.

Address 70, Hannam-ro, Daedeok-gu, Daejeon (Ojeong-dong Missionary Village)

Temiorae, A Space for the Senses

The city of Daejeon transformed the former Chungnam Provincial Governor’s Residence Village into a public
cultural space, opening it to everyone in 2019. The new name, Temiorae, is a wordplay combining “Temi”—
the name of the village where the residences are located—with the phrases “Come to Temi” (Temi-ro ora)
and “the long history of the residence village.” The buildings in the village were constructed using the same
materials and identical designs, blending Western architectural techniques with traditional Japanese styles.
The Governor’s official residence, for example, features a fireplace in the meeting room, as well as both
ondol (traditional Korean heated floors) and tatami mat rooms—an unusual combination. Climbing the
stairs, visitors will also notice windows segmented with geometric stained glass in the Art Deco style that
was popular at the time. House No. 1 has been turned into a sensory-themed exhibition space where visitors
can explore Temiorae’s architectural charm through sight, touch, sound, and scent. House No. 2 showcases
the history of traditional Korean games. House No. 5, decorated with vintage furniture and props, offers a
nostalgic atmosphere, while House No. 6 serves as a gallery for rotating exhibitions. Altogether, Temiorae is a
rich cultural and artistic destination.

Address 13, Bomun-ro 205beon-gil, Jung-gu, Daejeon (Temiorae)
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B Starlight Village and
Nongoldam-gil Street

Climbing the narrow hillside path, I'm greeted by a vibrant mosaic of colorful rooftops
and painted walls. This is the view from Starlight Village and Nongoldam-gil, a place
steeped in the hard-earned stories of Donghae’s residents. Once a bustling international
trading port for coal, cement, and seafood, Mukho Port drew workers from across the
country. The town thrived—its main street lined with busy theaters and department
stores—while rows of makeshift hillside homes sprung up behind the port for the
laborers who built their lives here. Time passed, and Mukho’s heyday faded. But then
came the Mukho Deungdae Damhwa Village Project, a collaboration between local
residents and artists to revitalize the area. Today, colorful murals brighten the once-
shadowy alleys and fences. Standing at the Windy Hill Observatory, I take in the
sweeping view from the port to the hilltops. The shimmering landscape evokes waves of
memory—a village shaped by hardship, perseverance, and moments of quiet brilliance.

Address 15-122, Mukhojin-dong, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Starlight Village Observatory), 85, lichul-
ro, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Nongoldam-gil Street Windy Hill Observatory) Contact 033-534-8012

From Mukho to Eodal:

A Diary of a Seaside Vi_ll

The train, with windows
framing the sea like a moving

postcard, rolls into Mukho Station

in Donghae, Gangwon-do.
Stepping off, | follow the

route suggested by the walking

B Zanzan Bookshop & Pencil Museum

In a seaside town, a neighborhood bookshop can serve as the beating heart—connecting locals with travelers,
and culture with community. About a five-minute walk from Mukho Station, past a small underpass, Zanzan, a
cozy travel-themed bookstore, welcomes visitors with warmth and charm. Run for the past four years by travel
writers and husband-and-wife duo Chae Ji-hyung and Cho Sung-jung, the shop doubles as a cultural salon for
Mukho residents and wandering guests alike. Its shelves are filled with rare books, eclectic trinkets collected
from across the globe, and stunning landscape photos taken by the couple themselves. Books like Donghae
Life by writer Song Ji-hyun beckon even the most grounded soul to take to the road. After indulging in stories,
the urge to write takes hold. Just a short stroll away is the Pencil Museum, a tribute to one of humanity’s
simplest yet most profound inventions. Curated by designer Lee In-ki, the museum houses a collection of
over 3,000 pencils gathered from more than 100 cities over 40 years. Thoughtfully organized by theme, the
exhibition includes personal stories of famous pencil lovers like Lee O-young, Kim Hoon, and Seung Hyo-sang,
along with hands-on experiences that invite you to rediscover the joy of writing—one stroke at a time.

Address 2152, Balhan-ro, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Zanzan Bookshop), 183-6, Balhan-ro, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Pencil
Museum) Contact 0507-1352-3514 (Zanzan Bookshop), 033-532-1010 (Pencil Museum)

#CHARACTE!
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B Mukhoya Gift Shop &
Bada Baran

With its white walls and sea-blue roof, Mukhoya Gift Shop
standsasacheerfullandmarkalong Nongoldam-gil.
Styled like a cozy cruise cabin, the interior is packed with
unique keepsakes—signature magnets and postcards
featuringicons of Donghae like Mukho Lighthouse,
Eodalhang Port, and Mukho Station. Goods inspired by
fish, sea otters, and cats add a whimsical charm, capturing
the essence of the seaside village and making it easy to
take a piece of it home. Tucked away in an alley near the
East Sea Central Market is a self-service shop called Bada
Baran. It’s the brainchild of Nari and Yeseul, two friends
who grew up in Donghae. Their creations—delicate resin
art pieces embedded with seashells and sea glass—glisten
like tiny ocean treasures. After choosing a trinket, don’t
miss the “Whelk Shell Fortune Draw.” Inside each shellis a
handwritten note with a thoughtful message, perfect for a
little travel luck. One quote, drawn from an ancient Indian
scripture, gently stirs the soul: “Let the waves of life rise
and fall. There is nothing to lose or gain. You are the sea
itself.” And just like that, the storm within begins to settle.
Address 24-5, Deungdaeoreum-gil, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do
(Mukhoya Gift Shop), 7, Sijangan-gil, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do
(Bada Baran) Contact 0507-1328-2340 (Mukhoya Gift Shop), 0507
1424-1722 (Bada Baran)

@ Dojjaebigol Sky Valley &
Eodalhang Port

As night falls, an eerie blue glow flickers through the valley. The name
Dojjaebigol comes from “dojjaebi,” the Gangwon-do dialect word
for “dokkaebi,” or Korean goblins. Though the area has since been
transformed and renamed Sky Valley, its knack for surprising visitors
remains unchanged. The thrills here are as vivid as ever: a skywalk
that juts out 95 meters above the ocean, offering a dizzying view of
the waves below; a spiral slide that whisks you from the observatory
tothevalley floorin seconds; and the sky cycle, where you pedal
across a suspended track between cliffs—each ride more exhilarating
than the last. After the rush of adrenaline and a long day on your feet,
EodalhangPort offers a place to catch your breath. What’s made
Eodalhang a sensation lately is its picture-perfect scenery: a row of
vibrantly colored tetrapods, and the striking duo of red and white
lighthouses standing like sentinels by the sea. You can almost hear
the words painted on the breakwater echoing in the wind: “Here at
Eodalhang, the blue dreams of the East Sea rise and ripple.”

Address 2-109, Mukhojin-dong, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Dojjaebigol Sky
Valley), 230, lichul-ro, Donghae-si, Gangwon-do (Eodalhang Port) Contact 070-
7799-6955 (Dojjaebigol Sky Valley), 033-530-2272 (Eodalhang Port)
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SX A 2 Ticket Booking

« Tickets can be purchased one month in advance and up to 20 minutes before departure(before departure in KORAIL Talk application).
« Installment option available if paying more than KRW 50,000 by credit card.
« Tickets issued as smartphone ticket or home ticket after payment.
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TICKETS. TICKETS TICKETS.

TICKETS TICKETS. TICKETS
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( J— N —_— Y

- 9pINnK 10buassed

| | I I
_-— -— . —_— = . J
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SXIH ytet Ticket Refund
o ARFRI IS A0 BH2 HTAZE ARFRI0| 7[R Strol S5t AZH L 04X JHS 702 o[oF3S D5t SUS B2 SRILICH . T|c|<et refund valge is calculated baseq on the time of refund claim, departure time specified on the ticket, and original price of
ticket on the receipt. Note that a service charge applies.
skl s Day of departure After Departure
7h~ LI 1day prior to
[ = _ _ _ P =
= Sut 0l MK el IAZHEII| A2 a5~ 202K 0841015~ 602 NS~ Classification 2 day prior to departure  3hourspriorto 3 hours-before Upto o) L 60 minutes-
= EHEAZEFEDER] = 60E7X| SEFARZEFEIIR] departure departure  departuretime 20 minutes arrival time
2-=0Y 22 5% 15% Mon-Thu Free 5% 15%
=el[eo1] 40% 70% s 40% 70%
400 5% 10% 20% 30% hol day_;, KRW 400 5% 10% 20% 30%
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Emergency Procedures
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How to Use a Fire Extinguisher

1. SZE Y sE4 offol] = A5 1S AU EES E=Ct

Take out the fire extinguisher from the box next to the exterior door
and pull the pin.

2. 20| EA0| S FARSHCE

Spray evenly at the area that is on fire.

HIA Q42 3|
Emergency Alarm
1. Al Ll EQI Ate] MM 2F0|S OfHZ 1Tk
Pull down the red emergency alarm handle located at the upper part
of the interior door.
2. HjA ZE 30| A MAof SICk
The emergency alarm goes off.

(@) srassax
Contacting the Train Crew
KTX | KTX ## | KTX oi2 | KTX 58
1. SLE Yo HES FELL
Press the intercom button next to the exterior door.
2. SR0| SHoIH o=t dEIct
Notify the train crew of the situation.

T yoe | ITEX o8 | TEX 32

1. SR Y Ee A o] A= SUB Hle E57| FHIE AL

Open the emergency intercom box beside at the door or inside the car.

2. OIO|ZE 7HH = MM T 7L AX|H 010| 2 IZ HES =2 HEloM &= 2ElC

t

Take out the microphone. Once the red light is on, press the button on the left of the microphone and inform the situation.
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Emergency Escape Route
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Escape to an Unaffected Car
SP9f QhLijof 2} CHE Rt QHMoA| TG,
SR}, O UMETHHA mble 4~ UESE S0t
Follow instructions of the train crew and move to an

unaffected car. Provide assistance to evacuate wounded,
elderly people and pregnant women first.

Q B4 ElE o
Escape from a TunneI
E'd LH HIMALE] A| KIMIE HED H|IY RESS 2}

7t BE Y2 eSS
Follow the emergency exit light to go out the tunnel exit.

H|& AtCHE| 91 %]

HIA S22 B8 U

Escape through Emergency Window

1. SYR B0\ 2715E Z9 A U Boj AU HIN S
atx|o| 3 HHE 10 AX|E JHHCH

If you cannot escape through the exterior door, break open
the glass cover of the emergency hammer box at both

ends of each car and take out the hammer.
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Break the emergency window at both ends of each car and
exit. Put clothing over the windowsills to protect yourself
from broken glass.
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emergency release levers next to
the exterior door and pull the upper
handle down.
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Emergency Ladder Location >
KTX: 53X}, 14& X} | KTX-AF: 2§ir( UL MY 45K
KTX-0|2: 12X}, 65Xt | KTX-HE: 1SXt, 8&XH | ITX-AOFS: 45kt
[TX-0t2: 25X} ASX} 65kt 837(%
() s¥=ssues
Escape through Exterior Door
KTX KTX % | KTX ol2 | KTX %8 | itx s itz | itxs=
1 SUR YT Hl A2 Txlo| £ 1 SUR Y U i 22 Bl 1 SUR Y I A2 Txlo| £ 7T,
T ¢ £%H0|E ofell= S2ICt e S THCL Break open the emergency door
Break open the glass cover of the Break open the glass cover of the release box.

emergency release level next to the
exterior door.

=223 Y71 SLES R
Yok & PO YUn LZiCK,
Pull the handle twice and push

Pull the lever to the right.

2 £H0|E @2%o= B2l 5URS
%/02 2oje $ YO 2 YT LIZICY

Push door forward and to the side.

Pull the lower handle down and push the door.
the door.
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