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Fortress, Island, and Port

The cloudless sky flows over the shimmering waves. Strolling through the Fortress, island, and port,

I immersed myself in the stories of Geoje, and admired the flow of the sea from day to night.

With a yearning to feast my eyes on the vast blue expanse
of the ocean, I boarded the train bound for Busan Station.
From there, [ headed further southwest to Geoje, a city

known for its dazzling landscapes and rich history.

Enjoying the Breeze at Gujora Fortress

Geoje is an island, yet not just an island. You can reach it
without taking a boat. Crossing Geoga Bridge from Busan
Station, I arrived at Gujora Port, the starting point of my
journey.

Following the arrows pointing to Gujora Fortress, a bamboo

path unfolds. Bamboo trees densely line the narrow
path, creating an atmosphere reminiscent of a cave, with
the sunlight barely seeping through. Sinudae, a type of
bamboo with joints, was used to make arrows in the past.
The lightweight, sturdy arrows were useful for combating
enemies in battles.

As I make my way up the unevenly stacked stones, Gujora
Fortress comes into view. Standing atop Gujora Fortress, I
gaze down at the village and the port. The narrow terrain
flanked by the sea on both sides is quite impressive,
resembling the neck of a turtle. Gujora Fortress served as an

outpost. Being close to Japan, it was undoubtedly a suitable

fortress for monitoring potential enemies. I imagine the
busy movements of the soldiers, and sincerely thank them
for their sacrifices. If not for their hard work and dedication,
I would have missed out on the chance to appreciate this

beautiful scenery.

Oedo Botania, a Marine Paradise

Geoje is a vast island in itself, but, seeking a different
ambiance, I decide to board a boat to Oedo Botania. Oedo
Botania, part of Hallyeohaesang National Park, is an entire
island transformed into a marine botanical garden.

Every single leaf is glistening and sparkling. The Venus
Garden, reminiscent of the Mediterranean, showcases white
structures and sculptures scattered around, enveloped by the
blue sea in all directions. Another highlight is the Benvenuto
Garden. From familiar geraniums to pelargoniums,
bougainvilleas, allamandas, and oleanders, the vibrant red,
yellow, and purple flowers are simply delightful. The sea in

the backdrop adds to the breathtaking scenery.

A Port of Miracle and Hope

About 70 years ago, on Christmas, a miracle happened
at Jangseungpo Port. Walking along the Miracle Road of
Jangseungpo Port, you come across the murals depicting the
Heungnam Evacuation Operation and the story of Geoje.

In the winter of 1950, the year of the Korean War, the
UN forces and the South Korean government decided to
abandon Pyongyang and retreat. This marked the start of
the Heungnam Evacuation Operation. The SS Meredith
Victory, carrying 14,000 refugees, sailed for three days and
arrived at Jangseungpo Port on Geoje Island on December
25. The residents gave the refugees a warm welcome. They
offered food and shelter, saying, “Let’s live together, let’s
overcome these difficult times.” There is no better word than
“miracle” to describe how the situation turned out.

The section where the Miracle Road ends leads to Somang-
gil, which means “road of hope” I stop to make a wish before
the moon. May each and every one of us find peace and

contentment in our own way. @
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A young girl is trembling before a grave, recalling the
nightmarish moment when she pushed away her mother,
who was hit by gunfire. The 1996 film A Petal was the first
Korean film to depict the Gwangju Uprising. The scene
where the girl and her mother are separated was shot in
Geumnam-ro, the actual site of the incident. Gwangju’s
painful history served as the theme of many subsequent
films. Among them, May 18, A Taxi Driver, and 26 Years
were filmed in Gwangju to enhance the realism of their
stories.

Although the pain is unforgettable, there's more to Gwangju
beyond the tragedy. It is reputed as yehyang, which means
"a hometown of art.” The Asia Culture Center, now standing
in the former Jeonnam Provincial Office location, played a
role in the espionage film The Spy Gone North set in the
1990s. Mudeungsan Mountain came under the spotlight
in My Dearest, a popular drama that recently ended. The
Gwangju National Museum, preserving relics and traditions
of the Gwangju-Jeonnam region, became the mint of a
fictional unified Korea in the Netflix original series Money
Heist: Korea — Joint Economic Area.

Yangnim-dong, a living museum of the city's modern
history, has recently become one of the focal points
for filmmakers. The elegant homes where Protestant
missionaries resided and traditional houses showcasing
late Joseon architectural features have played key roles in
Love, Lies and The Age of Shadows. Read on for a list of
four movies and TV series that depict Gwangju’s past and
present with an insightful perspective. d
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Wonjun, who lives in a university housing
complex, encounters his attractive new
neighbor, Doona, who moves into the
adjacent room. As they spend time together,
Wonjun gradually falls for her. The building
where they live together is on the Yangnim-
dong Horanggasinamu Hill.
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This film, vividly portraying the Catholic
rite of exorcism, was filmed at the
Gwangju Catholic Lifelong Education
Center. The dormitory where Deacon
Choi, who helps Father Kim perform the
rite, is right here. In the film, Deacon Choi
leaves the dormitory without permission.
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The movie, centered on the lives of
those who lost their families and wait
26 years to take revenge, brings to the
screen many places in the city, such as
the Jeonil Building, with bullet marks left
from the Gwangju Uprising, and Munhak
Bookstore, a secondhand bookstore in
Gyerim-dong.
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Leeleenam Studio serves as the media
artist Lee Lee Nam'’s studio and gallery,
and a café at the same time. Filled with
mesmerizing artworks, it attracts a
steady stream of travelers. The terrace
here is where Eun-o0 and Jae-won,
once lovers who separated, reunite and
promise a new love.
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The Center of Order o Bl K
- Congratulating the Birth of Crown Prince mR“ ﬁ]# %
T
The folding screen conveys a sense of stability %1 Eﬁ g{m
and structure with vertical and horizontal lines ,E-l; J?“ Nﬁﬂ‘ =
forming an orderly composition. Courtiers are rAF o % = T;: N 3
seated in rows in the courtyard, and stone %ﬂ NEm o glf s
steps cross the canvas horizontally. Those "::, ;5 T\n: Ef $ E’_;f
inside the building are also perfectly aligned, % EDE f}rﬂ § 4 %}I}
and the king's throne is placed above them. orlﬂ %h'u( L|E40 % % nH
In the painting, King Jeongjo is celebrating jﬁ (I)‘lﬂ 5; f: E ;ﬂ A%
the birth of his first son. Wise and Unbiased: %I; 21]] Ej oy ‘:?u v ig
Royal Philosophy in Paintings and Calligraphy %nrl e ; b 5 g é l!“l_:\l
of the Joseon Dynasty, which explores how $EHDW o ¥e3

art was utilized in implementing a policy
of maintaining balance between factions,
runs at the National Museum of Korea from
December 8 through March 10, 2024.
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@ 02-2077-9000 @ www.museum.go.kr
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Ticket Booking

PASSENGER GUIDE

E
g
s

« Tickets can be purchased one month in advance and up to 20 minutes before departure (before departure in KORAIL Talk application).
« Installment option available if paying more than KRW 50,000 by credit card.
« Tickets issued as smartphone ticket or home ticket after payment.

& AE

AE—
Let's KORAIL Website KORAIL Talk Ticket Vending Ticket Booth NAVER-KAKAO T
(letskorail.com) Mobile App Machine or Ticket Retailer Mobile App
Ticket Loss

» Refunds may be provided for ticket purchases made using the KORAIL membership number or a credit card.
Not applicable to standing tickets, change of lost tickets, change of reissued tickets, and unused sections from alighting before the destination station.

- ()

i <
OR | 1 ,\\Q,\‘

o
Pay fees at the ticket booth

or to the on-board crew to
reissue your ticket.

Ticket Refund

iy

Receive arefund for your lost
ticket at the ticket booth.
(excluding service charge)

Check with the on-board crew that
your lost ticket is unused.

« Ticket refund value is calculated based on the time of refund claim, departure time specified on the ticket, and original price of
ticket on the receipt. Note that a service charge applies.

Before Departure
Classification - i _
1 month-1 day prior to departure Day of departure-3 hours prior 3 hours before
to departure departure time
Mon-Thu Free 5%
Fri-Sun, holidays KRW 400 (Free within 7 days from date of purchase) 5% 10%
After Departure (Request refund at ticket booth)
Classification
Up to 20 minutes 20-60 minutes 60 minutes-arrival time
Mon-Thu
15% 40% 70%

Fri-Sun, holidays
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H|AF Abst EMERGENCY PROCEDURES H| A Ef= EMERGENCY ESCAPE ROUTE
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How to Use a Fire Extinguisher - Escape to an Unaffected Car Escape through Emergency Window
1. SZE < S2EH oo U= A7 |S AU AW TS E=L ? ’2/\. S52IQ| QhLfjof 2t CHE XH2 QFHSHA| CHI[SHT 1. SUREEO| 27I5Y 2 AH 24X 20 U= Hla 2HE LX|9|
Take out the fire extinguisher from the box next to the exterior door and pull the pin. ‘ AR}, XL AMETHHA T|AS 4~ QS F=Ct : H HHE 0 DX|E THHCE
2. 20| LEELA0| BTZ SARICH Follow instructions of the train crew and move to an unaffected If you cannot escape through the exterior door, break open
- = el BT ATe . . car. Provide assistance to evacuate wounded, elderly people the glass cover of the emergency hammer box at both ends
Spray evenly at the area that is on fire. and pregnant women first. ‘ of each car and take out the hammer.
,,,,, 2. FEUZZO|UYEHMY HZE REETKEN D RCEHES HE
EId gE oY ‘ = 92 LRI
Escape from a Tunnel Break the emergency window at both ends of each car and
F - ) . .
H |§ o §I| 4 o 4 exit. Put clothing over the windowsills to protect yourself
Emergency Alarm - | @ EfE L HIAFALEN Al XIS HE=10 HIY RESS Wt : from broken glass.
1 Al L SIS Aie| H ATIO|S Of2HR B2, o E S EE SR —_—
ollow the emergency exit light to go out the tunnel exit.
Pull down the red emergency alarm handle located at the upper part ) - gency 9 9
of the interior door.
HI& ALCHE] 1]
2. B8 ES0| & Tl S2UCL Emoergency Ladder Location
The emergency alarm goes off.
KTX: 53KE 145k} | KTX-AEM: 25 XHUE HA 45K
,,,,, KTX-0|2: 1=kt 65K ITX-MOFS: 4Kt
@ ST St A
Contacting the Train Crew | G Somsenes
Esca e throu h Exterior Door
KTX | KTX #3| KIX oIS | P 9
1. &2 Ho|HES 2C}, " ) ° KTX ~2 | KTX ol2 o< | e s=
Press the intercom button next to the exterior door. 1. A2 QZ H|A Hal XHK|Q| EEHS T 1. A2 HZ H|AbHal XHK|Q| 1. 222 & H|AF g2 XHK|o| EEHS THCE,
A0el0| STHsiH AlBlS otz 2l &To|E of2E SEICE SFAS MOk Break open the emergency door
2. SFRU0| SHIH Metg UEict
Notify the train crew of the situation Break open the glass cover of the 3 Break open the glass cover of the 3 release box.
’ emergency release levers next to emergency release level next to the N
. : 2. AFOIE REZRCE E2|1, LS
P the exterior door and pull the upper exterior door. o i ol -+
T 4org | 1EXX s= handle down. Hro= ot T o= U LIz
. 2. HES 23| V| n SRS EoZ Lo ight.
1 SURHES A olof = SHS HIY SHT| HHS 2ck, 2 ol ATO|S 2102 Llm AzS o HsS 2 S o 2of Pulthelevertotheright.
Open the emergency intercom box beside at the door or inside the car. "o a10{Li = oz Bl Lzic), e=n : :ull theEhanJ_ld_I:rthI:cte and push : Push door forward and to the side.
2. OIO|3Z 7HH 5 XA I 7| HX|H 00| 3 2IZ HES L2 AEHof| M Alehe 2ZICt, Pull the lower handle down and push the door.
Take out the microphone. Once the red light is om, press the button on the left of the microphone and inform the situation. the door.
= : _ Lo |
——— S ) @ ==
7|XtLH 20| Ar24EH 1t ] [ & |
HIAIA| SHE Q21 AN : A [
sfolst - Q&LICE .ﬁ [
3 | > —
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