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Daejeon,
Immersed in
Summer

My summer day in Daejeon unfolded with the city’s
history intertwined with the railroad and woody
aromas in an urban arboretum.

050

The KTX train arriving at Daejeon Station stops to
catch its breath, leaving time for passengers to board and
disembark. Having regained its composure, the train
smoothly departs the station. In the distance, the heat
shimmering on the railroad tracks announces the arrival

of summer in this city.

Daejeon, a City of Trains

Soje-dong, located in the heart of the city next to the
train station, has a modest and charming atmosphere.
It is also where railway officials resided in the past. The
construction of the Gyeongbu Line began in 1905 when
Korea was under Japanese rule, and Daejeon Station
was built in 1904. Daejeon was formerly called Hanbat,
which literally means a “large field”” The area, comprised
mostly of farmlands, saw rapid developments with the
opening of the new train station. Soje-dong underwent
major transformations during this period. The Japanese
authorities filled the Soje Lake to provide a base for railway
workers. Not long after Korea was liberated, the Korean
War broke out. The majority of railroad villages collapsed

in its aftermath, but Soje-dong managed to survive.

I crossed the Cheolgapgyo Bridge and walked eastward
to admire the historical side of Soje-dong. As I enter
the alley, the wooden barracks come into view. These
buildings were constructed in the 1930s but still stand tall
thanks to the efforts of citizens who worked to preserve
the village. In 2017, as part of an urban regeneration
project, some unused barracks and old houses were
remodeled into cultural spaces. However, this trend did
not last long due to news of parts of the village being
redeveloped. Soje-dong could have ceased to exist, but
the Daejeon citizens showed remarkable tenacity. Trendy
cafes and restaurants emerged under the theme of the
city’s history, and Soje-dong Cafe Street has become a

popular attraction today.

Hanbat Arboretum, an Urban Forest

The world turns into beautiful shades of green as I enter
the main plaza of the arboretum. The typical view of
massive buildings and skyscrapers has been replaced with
trees of various sizes and lush grass. Hanbat Arboretum
is an artificial arboretum divided into the East Garden
and West Garden. It was a parking lot when the Daejeon
Expo was held in 1993. The city decided to transform the
unused site into an arboretum when the event ended.
The East Garden opened in 2005, followed by the West
Garden. I took a leisurely stroll in the West Garden,
where efforts were made to transplant the ecological
features of Gyeryongsan Mountain and Sikjangsan
Mountain. The lotus flowers and water lilies of the
wetland pond are in full bloom. I am delighted to spot a
solitary heron hunting for prey.

The East Garden is a charming themed garden that
reminds me of a fairy’s abode. I am first welcomed by
the Rose Garden. The rose vines emit a lovely fragrance,
and the Blue Moon and Pink Peace roses make me reach
for my camera. From the highest rock garden, I get a
panoramic view of the East Garden. Hanbit Tower, the
symbol of Daejeon, is standing tall in the distance. The
harmony of the city and arboretum naturally brings to

mind the word “coexistence.”

T
._’Nl' [T I

The City Viewed From the Hill

Daedong Sky Park is located at 120 meters above sea level.
While not extremely high, it provides a good view over
Daejeon. The city almost looks like a toy when viewed from
the park. The streets begin to light up, and a long line of cars
is moving in traffic. The wind turbine in the park adds to the
atmosphere. As the sky darkens, I feel a sense of tranquility.
The city tinged with twilight is more charming than ever.

My summer day in Daejeon is seeping into night. @
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Gyeongju is an enchanting city, and its unique atmosphere
comes mainly from the royal tombs that occupy quite
a large area. Gong Yoon-hee, the protagonist of the
movie Gyeongju, says, “The tombs are a typical scene
in Gyeongju.” They are traces of legendary figures from
the past, and evidence that even the most extraordinary
people have returned to earth as dust. The passage of
time that can be felt in Gyeongju is simply overwhelming.
Silla was overthrown in 935, and even after a thousand
years, we are still going about our daily lives amidst the
tombs. The common yet profound saying that life and
death coexist feel as natural as air.

Having served a thousand years as the capital and another
thousand years as a non-capital, the city itself is an
ancient relic, a museum, and a treasure. Gyeongju is the
top destination for field trips. Many students have special
memories of hanging out with their friends in Gyeongju.
Those who visit the city as grown-ups are bound to feel a
sense of nostalgia as they walk through the tombs.

The royal tombs create your first impression of Gyeongju,
but the city is not as solemn as you'd expect. The tombs
from the distant past give a finite, nostalgic romance to the
present. Many filmmakers have chosen Gyeongju for this
reason. Love, forgiveness, sadness and regret become
deeper and more poignant here.

Among the city’'s many attractions, Oksanseowon
Confucian Academy and Yangdong Village—both listed as
UNESCO World Heritage sites—embody the spirit of the
Joseon Dynasty, while the quaint fishing villages along the
eastern coast captivate the heart. A simple photo or video
taken in Gyeongju seems like a scene out of a movie. Read
on for more on the city as a filming location. ®
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Kang-ho, who worked as a prosecutor,
suffers a mysterious traffic accident and
returns to his mother’s house with the
mind of a seven-year-old. Playing with the
neighborhood twins is something he could
never have imagined. The picturesque view
of Hwarang Hill offers solace and hope.
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Bulguksa Temple resonates with the music
of the fusion traditional music group Vidan.
“The bird only knows how to fly finds
comfortin the wind. With no place torest, it
struggles to get by, and is left with nothing
but skin.” The beautiful space and music
provide comfort to those struggling in life.
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Kysngju Station
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The group of friends in Reply 1988 visited
Gyeongju for their field trip. First loves
bloom during their visit, and viewers too
get butterflies in their stomachs. The
background of their first group photo
is Gyeongju Station, which has been
transformed into a multi-purpose cultural
space today.
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The protagonist, an ordinary office
worker, receives a phone call from a friend
and reminisces about their childhood.
At the lighthouse, he stumbles upon
a magic marble that leads him into
a fantastical world. The scenery of
Gampohang Port serves as a fitting
backdrop for these memories.
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Treasure of Korea
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One Summer Day in Goryeo

A kundika, mainly used in Buddhist temples, is
an ewer that holds clear water. Created around
the 12th century during the Goryeo dynasty, this
kundika has a mouth protruding from the side,
and a long spout at the top. The body is adorned
with a waterside landscape. Reeds are waving
between large willow trees, and birds are flying
over people below, who are presumed to be
fishermen. This summer day scene is bustling yet
idyllic. The harmony between nature and people
evokes a sense of peace. The artwork was
completed using fine lines of inlaid silver against
the bronze background. This national treasure
is on display at the Metal Crafts Gallery of the
National Museum of Korea.

@ 02-2077-9000 @ www.museum.go.kr

-Bronze Kundika with Silver Inlaid Landscape Design
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Ticket Booking

PASSENGER GUIDE

E
g
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« Tickets can be purchased one month in advance and up to 20 minutes before departure (before departure in KORAIL Talk application).
« Installment option available if paying more than KRW 50,000 by credit card.
« Tickets issued as smartphone ticket or home ticket after payment.
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Let's KORAIL Website KORAIL Talk Ticket Vending Ticket Booth NAVER-KAKAO T
(letskorail.com) Mobile App Machine or Ticket Retailer Mobile App
Ticket Loss

» Refunds may be provided for ticket purchases made using the KORAIL membership number or a credit card.
Not applicable to standing tickets, change of lost tickets, change of reissued tickets, and unused sections from alighting before the destination station.
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Pay fees at the ticket booth

or to the on-board crew to
reissue your ticket.

Ticket Refund

iy

Receive arefund for your lost
ticket at the ticket booth.
(excluding service charge)

Check with the on-board crew that
your lost ticket is unused.

« Ticket refund value is calculated based on the time of refund claim, departure time specified on the ticket, and original price of
ticket on the receipt. Note that a service charge applies.

Before Departure
Classification - i _
1 month-1 day prior to departure Day of departure-3 hours prior 3 hours before
to departure departure time
Mon-Thu Free 5%
Fri-Sun, holidays KRW 400 (Free within 7 days from date of purchase) 5% 10%
After Departure (Request refund at ticket booth)
Classification
Up to 20 minutes 20-60 minutes 60 minutes-arrival time
Mon-Thu
15% 40% 70%

Fri-Sun, holidays
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H|AF Abst EMERGENCY PROCEDURES H| A Ef= EMERGENCY ESCAPE ROUTE
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How to Use a Fire Extinguisher - Escape to an Unaffected Car Escape through Emergency Window
1. SZE < S2EH oo U= A7 |S AU AW TS E=L ? ’2/\. S52IQ| QhLfjof 2t CHE XH2 QFHSHA| CHI[SHT 1. SUREEO| 27I5Y 2 AH 24X 20 U= Hla 2HE LX|9|
Take out the fire extinguisher from the box next to the exterior door and pull the pin. ‘ AR}, XL AMETHHA T|AS 4~ QS F=Ct : H HHE 0 DX|E THHCE
2. 20| LEELA0| BTZ SARICH Follow instructions of the train crew and move to an unaffected If you cannot escape through the exterior door, break open
- = el BT ATe . . car. Provide assistance to evacuate wounded, elderly people the glass cover of the emergency hammer box at both ends
Spray evenly at the area that is on fire. and pregnant women first. ‘ of each car and take out the hammer.
,,,,, 2. FEUZZO|UYEHMY HE REIETKEN D RCEHES HE
EId gE oY ‘ 92 LRI
Escape from a Tunnel Break the emergency window at both ends of each car and
F N X . .
H |§ o §I| 4 o 4 exit. Put clothing over the windowsills to protect yourself
Emergency Alarm - | @ EfE L HIAFALEN Al XIS HE=10 HIY RESS Wt : from broken glass.
7 B Q! ElZE3iT
1 AT ST SRS HA SHOIS OFfE S, m IZLITIE;N t1hEe en?e% enco e)tlt light to go out the tunnel exit
Pull down the red emergency alarm handle located at the upper part - gency 9 9 ’
of the interior door.
HI& ALCHE] 1]
2. B8 ES0| & Tl S2UCL Emoergency Ladder Location
The emergency alarm goes off.
KTX: 53KE 145k} | KTX-AEM: 25 XHUE HA 45K
77777 KTX-0|S: 124t 6=AH | ITX-MOFS: 4= K}
@ ST St A
Contacting the Train Crew | G Somsenes
Esca e throu h Exterior Door
KIX | KIX #3| KIX OIS | P 9
1. &2 Ho|HES 2C}, " ) ° KTX 2| KTX oI12 o< | e s=
Press the intercom button next to the exterior door. 1. A2 QZ H|A Hal XHK|Q| EEHS T 1. A2 HZ H|AbHal XHK|Q| 1. A2 S H|A "2 XK Q| EE7HS THCE,
A0el0| STHsiH AlBlS otz 2l &To|E of2E SEICE SHE HCE Break open the emergency door
2. SFRU0| SHIH Metg UEict
Notify the train crew of the situation Break open the glass cover of the 3 Break open the glass cover of the 3 release box.
emergenf:y release levers next to emergency release level next to the 2 AX0|Z o=mo2 So|n A%2S
the exterior door and pull the upper exterior door. o o -+
T 4org | 1EXX s= handle down. gloz Ao = o= U LIZICE
. 2. HES 23| V| n SRS EoZ Lo ight.
1 SURHES A olof = SHS HIY SHT| HHS 2ck, 2 ol ATO|S 2102 Llm AzS o HsS 2 S o 2of Pulthelevertotheright.
Open the emergency intercom box beside at the door or inside the car. "o a10{Li = oz Bl Lzic), e=n : :ull theEhanJ_ld_I:rthI:cte and push : Push door forward and to the side.
2. OIO|3Z 7HH 5 XA I 7| HX|H 00| 3 2IZ HES L2 AEHof| M Alehe 2ZICt, Pull the lower handle down and push the door.
Take out the microphone. Once the red light is om, press the button on the left of the microphone and inform the situation. the door.
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